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Easy Places
Five
It’s not too hot, it’s not too cold…even those persnickety three 
bears would agree that the weather in October is “just right” for a  
local getaway. Whether you have a single night or a week; whether 
you’re willing to drive six hours or want to be there in 45 minutes, 
our drive-to destinations will inspire you to get on the road for 
some much needed R & R.

B y  J u d i 
R O t h e n B e R g
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Clockwise from top left: the Chelsea Hotel/©2009 Don Pearse Photographers, Inc; Adirondack High Peaks/Lake Placid/Essex County Visitors Bureau;  
the spa at the Emerson Resort and Spa; pier at the Molly Pitcher Inn, and dining aboard Celebrity’s Constellation 

1 The Quickie

Red Bank, neW JeRsey
Drive Time: One hour south of Morristown

Think you don’t have enough time to get away? Think again. 
In a scant hour, you can get to funky Red Bank, ditch your 
car at the hotel and walk to the town center, the harbor,  
shopping, dining, movies and the theater without worrying 
about parking.
 Build your getaway around a performance at the Count 
Basie Theater — in late October you can catch Jackie Mason,  
Brian Wilson and Julio Iglesias. Creative types can explore 
glass fusing, pottery painting and mosaics at A Time to  
Kiln (732.450.9525) or just enjoy watching the boats on the 
Navesink River. Additional entertainment options include 
Monmouth Park racetrack and PNC Art Center, which are 
both a short ride away.

DON’T MISS:
Somehow Red Bank has escaped the homogenization of 
America and has truly unique retailers instead of Starbucks, 
the Gap and the Olive Garden. Some of our favorites:

Carter and Cavero  
An olive oil and vinegar specialty shop where you can try 
before you buy. We sampled two and bought both — a white 
truffle oil and balsamic fig vinegar. carterandcavero.com

CoCo Parì
A fashionista’s dream destination, even Carrie Bradshaw 
would be impressed with the huge selection of designer 
clothes and shoes. cocopari.com

selve shoes
Custom-made European shoes; have your foot scanned, then 
customize by color, material, style and heel height. selve.us

EAT:

The Bistro at Red Bank
Wood-fired brick oven pizzas served alongside surprisingly  
excellent sushi. Try the lobster pancakes with red coconut  
curry sauce, the Peking duck salad and crazy tuna roll.  
thebistroatredbank.com

The dublin House
A converted Victorian mansion with front courtyard seating 
and Irish fare. www.thedublinhouse.net

STAY:
Sleek and sophisticated or colonial warm-and-cozy? For 
the former, choose the Oyster Point Hotel and the latter, the  
Molly Pitcher Inn. These sister hotels flank the Navesink 
River and both offer splendid views, comfort (nine pillows 
on the beds!) and are within strolling distance from town. 
mollypitcher-oysterpoint.com 

2 Country Roads

MT. TReMPeR, neW yORk 
(the Catskills)
Drive time: two hours north of Morristown

An Asian-themed retreat in the Borscht-belt? Yes — and  
it works! The Emerson Resort and Spa, on the banks of  
the Esopus River, is a serene spot in close proximity to all 
types of outdoor pursuits, theater and the arts. Days can be 
spent fly fishing on the property, viewing fall foliage aboard 
the Catskill Mountain Railroad or revisiting the sixties with  
a visit to nearby Woodstock. In Saugerties, you can take a 
stroll through Opus 40, an abandoned bluestone quarry 
turned into a 6.5 acre stage for giant environmental sculp-
tures built by one man, Harvey Fite, over the span of 37 years. 
catskillmtrailroad.com, opus40.org

DON’T MISS:

kaaterskill Falls
A short hike (less than a mile round trip) brings you to the 
tiered falls.

steve Heller’s Fabulous Furniture
Self described “car freak,” Heller creates huge sculptures, 
lighting and furniture out of discarded vintage car parts.  
The gallery sits on the right side of Route 28 as you head for 
the hotel. fabulousfurnitureon28.com

EAT:

Peekamoose Cafe & Tap Room
Rustic elegance paired with innovative cuisine that changes 
daily to incorporate the local farmer’s bounty. peekamoose 
restaurant.com

The Phoenix
Modern American cookery, impeccable cocktails (pink guava 
margaritas and lychee-infused vodka) served in two elegant 
dining rooms (one for families and one strictly adults) onsite 
at the Emerson Resort. 



STAY:
The emerson Resort and spa has two distinct properties, the 
family (and pet) friendly Adirondack style lodge and a tranquil 
adults-only inn. The sumptuous rooms at the inn are accented 
with stunning silk canopies over the beds, and graciously ap-
pointed with private outdoor decks, two person air-jetted tubs, a 
24 bottle in-room wine selection and a sitting area with a “flip-
the-switch” fireplace. A small but lovely spa offers 40 types of 
treatments, a Nautilus fitness center and yoga classes. An eclectic 
assortment of goods — everything from local jam to fine jewelry, 
home accessories and yoga clothes — can be found in the Em-
erson’s Country Store. The store is housed in a reclaimed 19th 
century dairy barn along with a fascinating kaleidoscope bou-
tique (prices start at a few dollars and go to several thousand). 
Inside the barn’s silo is the world’s largest kaleidoscope, where 
15-minute multimedia shows are available on demand. emerson-
resort.com, 877.688.2828

3 Retro Glamour

aTlanTIC CITy, neW JeRsey
Drive time: 2 1/2 hours from Morristown

Top notch entertainment, high-end spas, gaming and first class 
restaurants are typical Atlantic City fare. But what’s unexpected 
is the new kid on the block (or shall we say the boardwalk), the 
Chelsea Hotel. This intimate boutique hotel with just 330 rooms, 
has quickly become Atlantic City’s hippest address. Carved out of 
the shell of an old Holiday Inn, the stylized decor feels like the 
set of a Doris Day and Rock Hudson movie. There’s no cavernous 
casino to walk through or cheesy lounge acts — instead you’ll 
find a laid back South Beach vibe. 

DON’T MISS:
An early morning bike ride on the boardwalk (complimentary 
bikes at the Chelsea, rent or bring your own).

Boogie nights
Resort’s seventies-themed dance club where “Saturday Night  
Fever” still reigns! 

Music and Comedy
American Idol fans can rock out with Kelly Clarkson (Oct. 19) and 
comedy fans can laugh their a$% off with Robin Williams (Nov. 
27), both at the Borgata. 

EAT:

Teplitztky’s
Pickled herring or stuffed challah French toast? All day cozy cof-
fee shop serving up comfort food and handcrafted cocktails.

Chelsea Prime
Steak and seafood served in a dramatic space reminiscent of a 
1940’s supper club with black and white photographs, a glossy 
white piano and commanding ocean views. 
 Both restaurants are in-house at the Chelsea Hotel and created 
by restaurant guru, Stephen Starr. 

STAY:
“I’ll take the fifth”…well, the fifth floor anyway, since that’s the 
epicenter of the social scene at the Chelsea Hotel. Chelsea Prime 
is located here along with several other interesting spaces. Make 
new friends playing pool in the game room or indulge in the 
Chelsea’s signature cocktail — a delightful mix of vodka, mint, 
lemon and prosecco — in the plush living room. The lobby level 
contains the hotel’s Sea Spa, a bastion of relaxation with an em-
phasis on salt-based treatments. www.thechelsea-ac.com

4 Rustic Grandeur

lake PlaCId, neW yORk
Drive time: 5 1/2 hours from Morristown

Whether you’re a sports spectator or avid athlete, an autumn visit 
to Lake Placid will give you a myriad of options. Ride the Cloud-
splitter gondola to the summit of Little Whiteface for a spectacu-
lar view of fall’s colorful leaves. Kayak, rock climb, ice skate or 
immerse yourself in sports history at the Olympic Center and the 
1932 and 1980 Winter Olympic Museum.
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The Whiteface Lodge
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DON”T MISS:

The 18th annual Whiteface Oktoberfest
An optimal time to view the leaves from 
the gondola. Feast on traditional foods 
like bratwurst, knockwurst and sauerkraut 
while enjoying all sorts of Bavarian mu-
sic and dancing. Whiteface Mountain Ski 
Center, October 3-4, www.orda.org

The 9th annual Flaming leaves Festival
The blues, brews and barbecues with a ski 
jumping competition as the main attrac-
tion. MacKenzie-Intervale Ski Jumping 
Complex, site of the 1980 Winter Olym-
pics ski jumping events. Whitefacelake 
placid.com

EAT:

kanu
Sophisticated offerings like cider steamed 
mussels can be found on the small plates 
tapas menu while classic American fa-
vorites like wood-fired pizzas, rotisserie 
chicken and braised short ribs are offered 
as entrees.

Cigars and Cognac 
Be sure to spend at least one evening  
under the stars in one of the outdoor  
“lean-tos,” a log cabin with one wall 
open to the great outdoors where you can 
kick back around the fire pit and nurse a 
scotch, sip a cognac and puff on a hand-
rolled cigar.

s’mores
Pretend you’re going for the kids, but make 
your way over to the bonfire and indulge 
in one of childhood’s tastiest memories.
(All on the grounds of the Whiteface 
Lodge)

STAY:
The Whiteface lodge is a wilderness re-
treat that offers everything from a private 
beach club on Lake Placid for canoeing 
and boating to year-round ice skating and 
swimming, a kids’ camp, hiking trails and 
fishing, along with a gourmet restaurant 
and full-service spa. Elegant guest rooms 
feature cast iron gas fireplaces and plump 
king-sized beds. thewhitefacelodge.com  

Far Fetched Imports
Unique, Hand-picked Treasures

Spice up your 

living space with 

dramatic, exotic and 

amazingly affordable 

home furnishings 

with Oriental flair. 

Far Fetched Imports 

features fresh designs, 

a friendly, helpful 

staff and two full 

floors of one-of-a-kind 

inspiration. We are 

your source for found 

treasures.

245 Route 10 East, East Hanover, NJ • 973.887.4144
Open 7 Days: Mon-Sat 10-6 • Thurs 10-7 • Sun 11-5

Across from the Home Depot/Marshall’s Shopping Center
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5 The Long and the 
Short of It

neW england and Canada
Driving time: 45 minutes from Morristown

Yes, the driving time is correct, all you have to do is get to Port 
Liberty in Bayonne where you can board either Royal Carib-
bean’s Explorer of the Seas or Celebrity’s Constellation for a 
cruise up the coast to picturesque ports of call like Bar Harbor, 
Maine, Halifax, Nova Scotia and Quebec City, Quebec.

DON’T MISS:
Both ships have a huge assortment of shore excursions to 
choose from. Here are some highlights:

acadia national Park
Whether you’re up for a strenuous bike ride, a gentle hike or a 
driving tour of Park Loop Road capped with a lobster bake, this 
is a must in Bar Harbor.

Halifax City Harbour duck Tour
Splash into Halifax Harbour aboard an amphibious vehicle and 
learn all about the city’s history as you travel along the wa-
terfront.

Old Quebec Walk and Horse Carriage Tours
Explore the charming and narrow cobblestone streets snuggled 
under a blanket in the back of a horse-drawn carriage.

EAT:

explorer of the seas
Specialty restaurants include Portofino (Italian), Johnny Rock-
ets (50’s style diner), the Crown & Kettle (English pub) and 
several other casual options.

Constellation 
Dining room alternatives include the Art Deco-themed Ocean 
Liners Restaurant with menus that reflect the heyday of grand 
transatlantic voyages and a dine-in wine cellar; the AquaSpa 
Café for lighter and healthier fare, and a champagne and 
caviar bar.

STAY:           
Both ships are tastefully styled and boast outstanding ameni-
ties, accommodations and services:

Celebrity Constellation
Embarks from and returns to Port Liberty, October 16 for 14 
nights. celebritycruises.com

explorer of the seas
Embarks from and returns to Port Liberty, October 13 for nine 
nights. www.royalcaribbean.com                             

the HipCHiCk bag
designed by Laura Renee

732.413.7570 • www.HipChickPurse.com

Worn around your hips

Hands free use

Ideal for shopping,  
travel, the busy mom

Available at The Spa at Monmouth Beach,  
Glow at the Grove, Shrewsbury and the  
Bamm Hollow Country Club, Lincroft


