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1 For the music lover with 
a sparkling personality, 
this crystal-studded bird 
is actually a speaker for 
iPhones, iPads, laptops 
and DVD players. Anyone 
can share their playlist 
and get the party started!  
Name that Tune anyone?
ChicBuds.com, $39.99

2 A “� oral” bouquet as practical 
as it is whimsical, and for 
the culinary goddess, the 
Bloom Utensil set is a cheery 
addition to any kitchen. 
This six-piece cooking set 
includes a Tulip Whisk, 
Pansy Slotted Turner, Leaf 
Spatula, Slotted Sun� ower 
Spoon, Solid Daisy Spoon 
and a vase to store them.
CookInColor.com, $28.99

3 Still want to bring � owers? 
The Garden-in-a-Bag 
collection provides a great 
alternative. The leak-proof 
bag comes with a packet 
of seeds for future blooms – 
perfect for the hostess who 
keeps on giving.
PottingShedCreations.com, $9

4 For the gal-pal with a shoe 
addiction, this unique pair 
of hot pink cowgirl boots 
and zebra stiletto ornaments 
are sure to please. And, 
unlike the real things, the 
price is low enough to 
buy the whole collection.
Pier1.com, $6-$8 each

5 For an iconic French 
macaron with an all-
American twist, bring these 
delectable morsels that 
are traditionally made but 
come in unexpected � avors 

… Peanut Butter & Jelly, 
Caramel Popcorn, S’Mores, 

Fruity Cereal, and Thin Mint, 
to name a few. The boldly 
colored treats, perfect for the 
sweetest sweet tooth around, 
are strikingly presented in 
clear boxes of 12 ($30) or 
24 ($60) and can be � lled 
with your custom selections. 
DanasBakery.com

6 Say thank-you to your friend 
who makes everything 
yummy! These ceramic 
dessert plates are a 
clever way to give your 
compliments to the chef. 
Buy one color or mix-and-
match from open stock.
Target.com, $3.99 per plate

7 For the household with 
an emphasis on natural 
living, a selection of organic 
bath and body products 
from Nourish will be much 
appreciated. What goes into 
the products is as important 
as what’s left out! Hand 
wash, lotions, body butter 
and scrubs are crafted solely 
from 100% USDA certi� ed 
organic fruits, vegetables and 
plant extracts. That’s it! No 
parabens, preservatives or 
chemicals are used. Actress 
Christine Taylor (“30 Rock,” 

“The Brady Bunch Movie”) 
endorses the line because 
she believes what she puts 
on her skin should be as pure 
as the food she puts in her 
body. All items are available 
unscented or in fragrances 
of Almond Vanilla, Lavender 
Mint, Wild Berries and Taylor’s 
personal favorite, Fresh Fig.
NourishUSDA.com, 
$26.49 for The Signature 
Set (body wash, body 
lotion, body butter 
and hand wash)

Target.com, $3.99 per plate

on her skin should be as pure 

Mint, Wild Berries and Taylor’s 

Hostess Gifts 
that Rock
By Judi Rothenberg

“Oh, don’t bring anything, just bring yourself!”
That refrain is often heard but seldom followed. 
Though it’s meant sincerely, there’s no way you’re 
going to a party empty-handed! Standbys like � owers 
and wine are always appreciated but so predictable. 
No need to rack your brain for something unique; here 
are seven colorful options for you to choose from. 
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www.AVANTIDAYRESORT.com
732-780-0222

345 ROUTE 9 SOUTH  |  MANALAPAN, NJ
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